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UNIT CITATIONS

By direction of the ’resident, undor the provisions of Hxecutive Order
No. 9396 (Section 1, Bulletin 22, WD, 1943), superseding @xecutive Order No.
9075 (Section 111, Bulletin 2, WD 1942), and section 1V, Circular No. 333,
WD, %91.3, the following units are cited by the Commanding Cenersl, Fay -ast
ir Forces:
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ENCY RES SCUADRON

The 2nd Zmergency Rescue Squadron is cited for outstanding performance
of duty from 1 April 1945 to 15 April 1945 in conducting sxtensive search,
svacuation, and ferrying missions through the vast area comprdsing the Celebes
and Yolucca Islends in the Nethorlands iast Indies, the ‘outhern Philippines,
and vhe China Coast. Flying through adverse weather in lowespeed, vulnerable,
and practically unarmed aircrafi, f{requently without fighter cover, crews of
the squadron landed in dangerousiy heavy seas, often under direct eneay shore
fire, to pick up flyers in distrees, From a rescue station which the squadron
has previously established at Labo, Mindanos, deep within enemy territory, they
furnished several thousand gallons of gasoline, stocks of srms and ammunition,
food, medical and other supplies to guerilla forces, who were thersby able to
maintain and expand their activities and to provide valusble information amd
material ald to imerican ground forces, who were in that area, The affsctiveness
of the operctions of the sgusdron depended vitally upon the ground persomnel who
devoted long hours of determmined and tireless effort toward kepping all zireraft
in excellant condition for flight, despits Irequent damage {rom anemy action
and from water landings and take-offs. In 7 hasardous oven seaz rescuesin this
15~day perioed of Intense and heightened naval and air activity, crews of the
squadron saved 23 lives, while the activities of the rescus station on 'dndsnoa
onabled 53 men to be svacuated from emeay territory, The excaptional sourage, akill
and selfless devotion to duty of the personnel of the 2nd mmergency hlescus Squadron
contributed direbltly to the success of the Borneo and Southern “hilippines
operations.
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