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SUBJACT: Disgcusgsion eof Balikpapan Aescue 1lan,
) 3 Cemmander E, B, Tuney, USCG, Liuwisoen Oificer, Air-Sea Rescue Jeumitiee,
Allied Jeint Chiefs of Stuff,

1, Rescue preteciion o the Bulilkpwpun series i striices cenwencing 30
Septenber, 1944, ig of particular interesh in that it includes in ene eperation
« nuwiber of tuctical principles wnd netheds, ssne senerully empleyed in the Yace
ifie, wud seme develeped by aAir-Ses Resrue Service Tifih air Ferce, The eper-
ation illustrates in particular:

@, Uentril Operational Jentrel, e, "Rascue Line,"

0, Operatisns 3ectisn 1 recedure, f, Bage ta Tarpget coverage,

Cy Hezcue Intellizence, 2, Suonmurine Lifeguard Service,
d, Aescue Cemmnicatiens, hy Seaplrne Rescue Stutiens,

Tactice net illustrated, ut which might havs bheen emplayed:

i, Boeat Hescue Stutiona.
Jo alr Rescue Contreller,

2. The Tellowing is by ne means & cemplete digcussien oI these matters,
ouy will serve ta zlve & picture o the operwtiang

W, Lentral Operatienal veniml,

The concept of Alr-Sea Hesmie us « Life Saving Stwtien, & leckl service
under the centrel of the Fighter Secter Centreller, must give way wid hes given
way nefore operatiens invelving hundreds of theus«<nds of square miles, from seversl
stutions, and everliyping rudie contrel, Hescue is cenfined neither te a lecal
area, nor te & unit, mt its service is areu wide depending upen needs of the meuent,
and its facilities rmust be dispesed accerdingly. But within each Air Ferce, central
contrel of rescue isg essentiaul in erder to previde arew wide pretectien, nmaintain
wiifern precedure, utilize, und execute & non-delegeble regqrensginilty., Operutional
contrel of rescue units and Dersennel , wieresver lescated, must net be digpersed wnyng
comnundd, wings, and task ferces, but nust be retezined by the air Ferce, ;

Tne distinction Detween cembwt s ces and rescue fwcilities within & com—
nand, wing, or -task force is that 1he combat Iferces execute tihie asslzned task of the
aeadguariers, wiereas tie rescue facllities exscute & nonedelmgable regponsibility ef
tne Alr Force, Thig respensibility can e activated only after a1l of the plans ef
tie camsunds, wings, or task ferces have been recleved, and the %ine element tlene
requires innediate angd direct contrel of euch resdue facllity,

In the Balilguun strike of 10 Octeber, axecuted while the Thirteenth alr
Force was mpeeriing the Fifth alr Yerce, the hezdquarters invelved were the twe air
Farcea, tie V Fighter Cemand, V Bember Command, XIII Fighter Cenmand, XIII Bember
Command, «wid 9lst Recesnnwissance Wing, Hescue pretection was planned, ac’_civatcd,‘:._and
operated by 5276 Rescue Greup, #iftl: Air Ferce, empleyinz & submarine from U S Seventh
Flect, OA 10's ef 2nd Rescue Squedren, and ¥BY's frem U3SS Orca assigmed te Fifth Air
Farce,



Y. Operatisng Section icedurs.

The Rescue Group is lecated at Headguarters Fifth alr Fercs, Having
received the Operutiens Order of the air Force, wnd the air Intents of theunits
invelved, t.e Qperations Section aof the Greup develops the rescue plan and is-
sues tlie egcue Cperutions Order, which is digpabcied 9y urgent messuge te &1l
rescue wnd striking ferces talting purty Fer o suomurine lifeguard request is
mede in wdvence of Seventis Fleet, wnd all necessery eperabiing detalils wre sent
to the various headguarters. For tlie L0 Octeber Bulilpapun Strike the lifezuard
service was demcribed in Hescue Zulletin Fe, U igsued by $276 Lescue Greup and
reigsued =8 itescue Rulletin e, 1, by Thirteent: air Ferec e,

c. lescue Intelligence,

The Mescue Intelligence empleyed included net only *he dispesitiung of
eneny fighter strength to determine the necessity of fipiter escert, but alse &
cerefnl siudy of the route “e the target in erder te selec t Rescue Statiens, or
eroit peincs, which aiferded pret-cted waters for sewplone lundings aud areas
iree Irsm eaneny occWpatisn er influence, Based an tiis intelligence, & Lescue
Line was wdopted, anether itcn of impertunt intelligence developed was itz fect
taat tie shere watere from Balikpapan Bay te the north are very shallew wnd &
submarine cannet aypreach safely neurer than frem ten te firteen miles. Ocean
Current and Winds were alse wscertained :nd included in the plan.

d, Rescus Cenmmunications,

The Cemminicatiens Flan is set ferth in Annex A of Field Order Ye, 2,
Thirteentn Air Ferce, and as te the Lifeguard subnarine in the Rescue Bu' letin,
Fifth Air Yorce Service maintains a Cenmand Net over wiich to cemmunicate with its
seiplanes, and such & net is desirable, but must be sacrificed if only one f{reaquency
is @availudle over the Liaimen Set, (SCR 522) Such was the case in the Balikpapan
strike, and all rescue planes monitered and eperated the Frimary Strike Frequency
of tne Thirteenth Air Perce te vhich &ll the: striking hembers were tuned,

e, "Zescue Line, "

The Rescue Line is simply &n adapiatien ef the reute te wnd from the
target, 19 rescue fucilities and capadilities, For tie Balilpa.@n strikes the
legcue Line, fsllewing & beomd run frem Hast te West; wuast '

A furn te the Seutheagt and down the caannel ef Bav-].ikpqaa.h Bay te its
mouth, then dine Hasgt fer abeut H milesg, ;

Thence Nertheast te the Hescus Eta‘c;ion_ of Dg.ylightﬁ 11 and 12 (04 _J.O‘s)
over th: pretected waters of Palsa Bay at 00°35' S,, 119745' B,

Tience wlong the Regcue Line of 30! 5. te Sanssper and areund the Ceust
te Hoemfeer, pussing neur the Rescue Statisn of Duylight 13 (CA 10) orbiting ever
the pretected waters between Bateedaka Island sand Tegian Island at 00® 25' 8., 12°
55! 2., wnd tne Hescue Statien of Duylignt 1 (EBY) between Handil Island and Batjen
Island at 00°35' 5., 127" 25! Ee , = -



Jor Fighters and £ vers returning te Morotxui, the . Scue Line left
30! s., at 124° and continued to lMorotai, pasaing Rescue Stution of Daylight 3
(B3Y) at Tifnrc Toland.
Dajlight 14 (OA 10) and Daylight 2 (P3Y) previded alert aver Sensapor
and Horotai respectively.

The,Rescus-Line; accumpliahed.. those Purposeg: - It prevides u known
route a.lnnp;.\v‘nich ne.srch ‘nay be, madc‘:for J.ost aircr-d‘t.' It providas safe srean
for cncrgcncy»ﬂ.-mﬂ.ing - b.;.il:‘-ug out. cr-.sh ]:nnd.ing. ar ditching. -Xt providaa
gafe ae..plnne lmding arenss It siven ‘the ubriecing n:lrcru"‘t definite position’
sand l-md.rw.rku Tox 1oca.t.1n(' rescue aireraft, Sv ronccntr.a.tin & She bonbers aleng
one ‘rontfe; - Ag Ancreages tTe. prospcc.. ‘of -corimuricatian ‘bebwccn dis»rcssed wircruft:
ind. its ca‘:tp-mions. It dssints huvifition;

"he Rescue Line common to "nll r.triking aircraft ig not m.ited to &1l
theatres, nor teo il situatiuns in*thc l'acific. 'but.' on 'the wiole it is a safe
=nd useful adjuact to rescue .dn this: thc.ztre.

£ ,‘Bi?‘:’diﬁo Tdrget: Coverugé.:

“ho ifth Alx Yorce: RescuerService: :provides not.-.only immediate rescue
#8 an 1ntegr.ﬂ part 34 st:ike ‘.)rocedurc. but; aluo pratection Qdong the entire
route. Tae latt-r DAy v..ry. dcpendingyupon ‘rescue facilit iea awidlable. Pro-,
tected. u;uter 'stationa. statei'of the seiy .a.n& enem;v» ani?itV.\ Inpofar s pogsi~
bi'e, the rescué ‘céverage" extcnda fron the innedizte n¥eéx, of tlo ’b..rget 1o "esch
hmc ‘base,

., Subnarine ‘Liféguard:.Sexrvice.,

‘Thisfoervice is: completely explalied™by: Vae :Rescue, Bullefin on ‘the .
subject,

. Seiplune Rescus. Stationge

"'ne‘,Sout’*meat 1-‘:.ci:t‘5.c. nnd. 4dn, purticul«.r thc AT Ca - Went-und Iorthm-sat ol |
ey G_zincu. is well .ui-p ed to :the devd@pnent of, ‘{ﬂscue Stctisns;. the, Cn-r-ctc. istic
ot uﬁich are’ ] lut they ire. gm_iy..q:la foxr: cpe:‘.";rncy lmding,,bj strikln,_, .drcra.f ! mect
the: nccd.s ui'-ih- xTescue sea;:lz.ne. o nnut.‘.and. are frcc of oneray in‘".tucncc. "'hrec
oi‘ the: ‘-’cacu.e “‘Stutiana Tar thc%‘Bal‘_iilm woin.« «:Eri!ﬂw Mere ud.m ed 46 Thsir p'-:'rms:. and
t.;zc :ou:'tn,‘ovcr Ti"nre Isl-md wau cha sen-nec-use» £r1e1r!lj -I}'J.uci-uaen were ;.iving**hcre
Zach, se:_lplane-iw.- mstmctcd. unen; -rri.val’ to, make 2 ucarch oi‘ the. ares. of he st:."ioi
deteraing. tas: s;pota -best. sulted.to each ! Hipe uf em-recncv landin?. and upon ‘an aplired
by plene dn rlistrcus to, ,mviae what. detion. te ‘tike unid’fo YTead it to the point of..
l.cze.iug. J’i.a. er. thig? Anfornation wis collected and iurh—rded teo &11 Units fox” su'b-

sagiient strﬂ.e 0s

In :.doptinr tne Rescue Station,"the Rescue Service by mo smeans avandened
the policy 0k ‘going- to .ii*cr-.ﬁ; p -9 aiu.rcsa. ‘.n.{; simply’. developcd the a.dva.ntare. of
having @ pin; 'poin.. s-of Tescue. to; whichsairerast 8811l -tirhornc:r...ght go for’ ansist-ancc
The: ‘-'xescuc atqf.ion iRk the, sc.q:l..nr &Vuil-ﬂblc 49 a1l conbat” .ﬁircr..zﬁ’.,_th-umajarity-
af’ *.x',z‘c.h {54 . “ehiot o.a}.-n over-’ tne,,t.... ot cin’ redch & 9tat*on ot £o- fur, d‘lat.nt’“.'.fh
ac.q:la:lc is* :rec ta. 1~-¢.'Jc at any tine u,!on :rpec;fic c.lll i‘a Tegcue of .drncn alrcad,
down ar adout. T energency Land, .



i - -

The Bulillpapan area sved well chosen. One 3—ph cir Hirwetly to the
Daylight in Tegliun Bayr fer the Tirat gtrike, and its entire creyw wis imnediatly
rescued, anether B-24 with radio out missed Daylight 13 over the Tegiun Islunds,
out landed Just inlund sn Rateedaks Island. Ifts crew wag eXtremely well received
by friendly natives, and wug regscued the secend diy thereufter fellowing & dey eof
bud wenthér, On 1U0th OUctever three Iighiers cane teo lelas 3uy Rescue Stubfien, land-
‘md, wnd were rescued, anetiher Iight r hed bailed out seme 50 miles te ihe west
and ene of the twe ssaplanes ab lulue Buy was led te the spet Jor the escue,

2 13

i. Hescue Beat Shutiens,

"he Hdescue Joat pregrac is jush getting inte epsration, wnd the technigue
of their sperution is te ba developed, Iut in nmany wuress it is pessible ts place
& rescue beal in an are« similar te the Seaplune Rescue Stafiion, This may be dene
for wu single strike, er the deut, usuuly a pair of beuts, nay remain at the stutisn
fer a centinueus peried, ' Supply is b ether hoats, by seaplans, and hy drepping
fron '3--14?. & cemmnixiicatiens plan is carefully develsped, se that the beats nay be
xept acqueinted with air traffic and be in cernmunication with alrcrafi in dlstress, -

Js Alr Lescue Controller,

The 4Lir Descue Joritroller is u 8trike leader appeiinted by the resone service
“e contact the seaplane er baut wt its erbit point wund to give it directiong, ILhe
office was created in order to increase rescue yrestection of the forces striking
Japuness legk forces ia Hindinae Sew en route te Leyte Gulf, The rescue plan hud te
be made the aight befere in respect to o neving target, the lecutisn of which weuld
net be imown until the next dey, Se:planes with Tighter eecvert were seat to an erbit.
peiat in the area with instructiens te receive erders frem the Alr Rescue Contreller,
o the Fisad erbit pesition te tike, On the secend dey twe sedplanes were previded,
snd an Air Rlescus Oontreller wag appointed for each Air Ferce. The Air Rescue Cen—
treller nus since bsen emnleyed with pesd results in the pretectien of strikes arainst
~ greund turgets. '

3. The Bulilpapen plan dees nat include one of the bdusic protectiens affered
by 2ifth hir Ferce Service — inmediate rescue Dy sesplane at the target, This wus
presluded by inability te previde Tighter sgcort. It has for long heen a standard
seTvice, «nd on muneresus eccaaisng rescues huve deen nude waier greund fire,

4, The results of the Buliloa en rescue plan were geod. Tuenty-feur men were
reacuned by se.plane, dad sixteesn «re known teo have Deen rescued by gubnurine, I,
fornuticn on ceveruge by ene submurine. h.s nsi seea reported, «ll «irwen Whe rewch-
ed wuter or lund alive away Irem the target were rescued, and it is believed thul the

] 4

game is true of &ll tuese wid rewched the waler wlive off shaore frem the target,
/8/JOEN K, SUalL, JR.,
/8] JOEN H. SMALL, JR., .

Majex, Alr Oer.s,
Jemnanding.



